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IGNITE BASKETBALL PROGRAM 
Statement by Minister for Sport and Recreation 

MR T.K. WALDRON (Wagin — Minister for Sport and Recreation) [12.09 pm]: On Saturday night I was in 
Armadale to witness Ignite Basketball in action, and I want to update the house on the great work the City of 
Armadale and volunteers are doing out there. Ignite Basketball is an initiative by the City of Armadale, funded 
by the Department of Sport and Recreation, the Department of Child Protection and Family Support, Healthway, 
WA Police and the Public Transport Authority. The program is an intervention for young people engaged in, or 
at risk of engaging in, antisocial and possible criminal behaviour. Ignite Basketball operates for 40 weeks of the 
year, creating a consistent environment for young people to be physically active through basketball—
participating in tournaments, eating a healthy meal, developing leadership skills, gaining formal coaching and 
qualifications, and working with positive role models. 
Teams from the program recently competed in a mainstream community basketball competition. Over 60 young 
people currently participate regularly in the program, and 85 per cent of those are of Aboriginal heritage. It was a 
real thrill for me and Ron Alexander, my director general, to meet a number of these young people on Saturday 
night; in fact, it was inspiring. Forty-four young people have qualified as coaches or referees through Basketball 
Western Australia coaching and refereeing courses, and three teams now participate in the Perth Redbacks 
league on Saturday mornings and train during the week. 
Statistical data from the Mission Australia Young People in Northbridge project team shows that diversionary 
activities such as the Ignite Basketball program have made a significant impact. The figures indicate that since 
the commencement of the program, there has been a continuing decrease in youth being detained in Northbridge. 
It was a really rewarding experience to be out there on Saturday night meeting all the players, coaches, 
volunteers and City of Armadale representatives who are working so tirelessly to keep the program running 
smoothly. The enthusiasm and dedication they display in helping these kids is to be applauded. I would also like 
to personally thank the City of Armadale and local members of Parliament for their support, and also the 
government agencies funding the program, and I look forward to continuing to update the house on the progress 
of this important initiative. 
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